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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM JONES. 


AMONG the individuals, who 
in modern times have deservedly 
sustained a distinguished rank in 
the lists of genius and learning 
and who by their labors have at- 
tracted the admiration and secur- 
ed the esteem and applause of 


mankind and at the same time: 


merited the gratitude of the chris- 
tian world, a prominent piace is 
due to the late Sir William Jones. 
As the memoirs of his life by 
Lord Teignmouth are in the 
hands of but few, andas no com 
plete or satisfactory account of 
this extraordinary man has prob- 
ably beeri seen by most of the 
readers of the Adviser, the fo!- 
lowing abstract from the exten- 
tive work of his able biographer, 
is offered with the hope, that it 
will be generally acceptable, and 
insome small degree, at least, 
useful. 

Sir William Jones was born in 
the year 1746. - His father ac- 
quired considerable distinction in 
the literary world as a mathema- 
tician and philosopher, and en- 
joyed the friendship of several 
characters, eminent in rank and 
Office, and of others, illustrious 
for genius and learning. Among 
the former were Lord Hard- 
wicke, Lord Parker and the Earl 
of Macclesfield, and among the 
latter may be enumerated Sir 
21 


Isaac Newton, Dr. Halley, Dr. 
Mead and Dr. Samuel Jchnson.: 


Mr. Jones survived the birth of. 


his son but three years. On the 
death of his father the whole su- 
perintendance and direction of 
the education of Sir William de- 
volved on his mother. Happily 
she was in many respecis emi- 
nently qualified for the discharge 
of so important a trust. She 
formed her plan of tuition, with 
an unalterable determination to 
pursue it, and her plan was well 
adapted to the temper and capa- 
city of her pupil. Her great 
aim was to rouse and stimulate 
curiosity. To the inquiries for 
information om the various snb. 
jects, which engaged his notice, 
she replied, “ Read and you will 
know.” By this means an eager 
desire to learn was enkindled and 
to this expedient he acknowledo. 
ed himsel; indebted for his furnie 
attainments. While am inquisi- 
tive spirit was excited, by afford- 
ing it frequent exercise, she ¢n- 
deavoured to invigorate his.mem- 
ory, to render tt at once compre. 
hensive and tenacious. Such was 
the success which attended her 
efforts, that in his fourth year, he 
was able to read distinctly and 
rapidly any English book. In 
his seventh year he was placed at 
Harrow School. During the 
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first part of his residence there, he 
was remarked for diligence and 
application, rather than for his 
genius and acquisitions. But his 
mind was gradually maturing 


and he soon gave indications of 


that extraordinary capacity and 
of those singular powers of gen- 
ius, which he was afterwards uni- 
versally acknowledged to possess. 
These indications were afforded 
under circumstances, the most un- 
towardly—circumstances under 
which a mind of ordinary resolu- 
tion would have been completely 
broken down and rendered spirit- 
less and inactive. Having had the 
misfortune to fracture his thigh, he 
was for twelve months detained 
from school, and his progress in 
classical learning was altogether 
suspended. During this period, 
his mother, who was his constant 
companion, to relieve him from 
the tediousness of confinement, 
read to him various English au- 
thors, adapted to his capacity 
and taste. Among the works, 
which afforded him _ peculiar 
pleasure, were the juvenile po- 
ems of Pope, and Dryden’s tran:- 
lation of the JEneid of Virgil. 
To this circumstance it 1s doubt- 
less attributable, that he was in- 
duced to direct his attention to 
poetry, and to become a votary 
of the muses. On his return to 
school, he was fixed in the class, 
to which he would have belonged, 
had not his, studies been inter- 
rupted. Hewas of course far 
interior to others of his standing 
in classical attainments. His fel- 
low!students ascribed: this inferi- 
ority to indolence er stupidity ; 
and hig master, who had placed 
him in too elevated a situation, 
inflicted corporal punishment and 
degradation, because he did not 


perform exorbitant tasks and 
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make efforts beyond his power. 
Instead of being dispirited by 
this severity, young Jones was 
roused to the most strenuous ex- 
ertions. He directed his atten- 
tion to works, aside from the 
usual course of sttidy, and in a 
few months not only recovered 
the station, from which he had 
been degraded ; but fixed him- 
self at the head of his class. 
His reputationfor genius and 
literature ‘continued to increase 
during the remainder of his con- 
tinaance at Harrow. . Such, in- 
deed, was the extent of -his at- 
tainments, and such his facility 
of composition, that for. two 
years fhe wrote the exercises of 
many boys in the two superior 
classes, who often obtained cred. 
it for performances, to which 
they had no title. ‘Fhe opinion, 
which the principal of Harrow 
School expressed of Jones in pri. 
vate was, that he was a boy of 
so active a mind, that if he were 
Icft naked and friendless upon 
Salisbury plain, he would never- 
theless find his way to fame and 
riches. So distinguished became 
his reputation for proficiency in 
literature that he was often flat- 
tered by the inquiries, which stran- 
gers made concerning him, un- 
der the title of the great scholar. 

When Sir William Jones had 
reached his seventeenth year, he 
left Harrow School for the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. His atten- 
tion was here soon directed, to 
Oriental literature and he com- 
menced the study of the Arabic 
language. Having,, discovered 
an intimate connection between 
the Atabic and the Persian, he 
determined to acquire the latter. 
and his-exertions were attended 
with rapid success. -His vaca- 
tions were passed in London, dur: 
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ing which, among other objects, 
he directed.his attention to mod- 
ern languages, and read the best 
authors in Italian, Spanish and 
Portuguese. 

In the year 1765 he left Ox- 
ford and assumed the office of 
private tutor in the family of 
Lord Spencer. In this situation 
he had much leisure and he em- 
ployed it ina manner the most 
advantageous. During his  resi- 
dence in Lord Spencer’s family, 
he composed many of his Eng- 
lish poems, acquired a knowledge 
of the Hebrew, wrote his com- 
mentaries on Asiatic Poetry, 
visited various parts of the conti- 
nent, improved his acquaintance 
with modern languages and ad- 
ded the German to the number. 
During this period he also exe- 
cuted a task assigned him at the 
request of the king of Denmark. 
‘That monarch, upon a visit to 
England, had brought with him 
an Oriental manuscript, contain- 
ing the life of Nadir Shah, of 
which he was desirous of obtain- 
ing atranslation. Mr. Jones was 
fixed upon as best qualified to 
meet the wishes of his Danish 
majesty. He, at first, declined the 
undertaking ; but the request be- 
ing repeated, he was induced to 
make the attempt and accom- 
plished the work in a manner, 
which met with the approbation 
of his royal employer, and procur- 
ed him marks of considerable dis- 
tinction. Tothe history he ad- 
ded a treatise on Oriental Poetry. 

After having continued to sus- 
tain it for five years,he resigned his 
charge in Lord Spencer’s family, 
and was admitted into the Temple 
for the purpose of prosecuting the 
studyoft the law. His attention was 
hot immediately confined to his 





A Sketch of the Life of Sir William Fones. 259 


professional studies; but he con- 
tinued to indulge his fondness for 
Oriental learning and to enlarge 
his acquaintance with general lit- 
erature. In the year 1774 he 
published his Commentaries on 
Asiatic Poetry, a work which 
was received with admiration arid 
applause by those versed in Ori- 
ental literature throughout Ku- 
rope, as well as by men of learn- 
ing in England. In the conclu- 
sion he avows his determination 
to relinquish the walks of polite 
literature and to devote his atten- 
tion exclusively to his legal pur- 
suits. To this resolution, he ap- 
‘pears for many years to have uni- 
formly adhered. In the com- 
mencement of this year he was 
called tothe bar, but he declined 
practice. He was sensible of the 
importance of extensive knowl- 
edge, in order to be distinguished 
in his profession. His mind was 
not of that cast which would al- 
low him to rest content with me- 
diocrity. His desire of eminence 
prompted him to investigate eve- 
ry branch of jurisprudence and to 
prosecute his studies with the clos- 
est application and with indefa- 
tigable diligence. 

For several succeeding years 
Mr. Jones was engaged in his pro- 
fessional studies and pursuits. He 
found leisure, however, as he him- 
self says, to read again and again 
the Grecian Orators. In 177 
he published a translation of the 
Orations of Iseus, and thus, says 
his biographer, accomplished suc- 
cessfully what Sir Matthew Hale, 
to whose learning and diligence, 
the present age 1s no less indebt- 
ed, than his contemporarie; were 
to his wisdom and virtue, had 
unsuccessfully attempted. From 
this time till the year 1783 ke 
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continued engaged in professional 
business and in the acquisition of 
Jegal science. In the latter part 
of this period, however, he de- 
voted some of his leisure hours to 
Orientai studies, and towards the 
conclusion of it, he published a 
translation of several Arabian po- 
ems. He also published an Es- 
Say on the Law of Bailments, a 
work, which is regarded as high- 
ly respectable authority in our 
courts of justice. He was at the 
Same time rapidly coming for- 
ward into public notice, his repu- 
tation and his business were fast 
increasing and his prospects of tu- 
ture wealth and distinction were 
bright and promising. 

In the year 1783 he was ap- 
pointed a judge of the Supreme 
court of judicature, at Calcutta 
in Bengal, and on that occasion 
the honour of knighthood was 
conferred upon him. This ‘sta- 
tion was admirably adapted to 
the wishes of Sir William Jones. 


It afforded him an opportunity of 


being eminently useful, it fixed 
him in a situation peculiarly fa- 
vorable to the enlargement of his 
acquaintance with Oriental lite- 
rature, and it afforded him the 
means of arriving much sooner, 
than by his profession, at inde- 
pendence in his circumstances. 
In April, 1783, he embarked for 
india. Ina memorandum, writ- 
ten during the voyage, he men- 
tions the objects of inquiry, which 
he designed to examine, and it 
was by no means a narrow field, 
which he marked out for his re- 
searches. ln December he en- 
tered on the duties of his office. 
Although a high opinion was en- 
tertained of his talents and elo- 


quence, the expectations of the. 


public were not disappointed. 
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From this period to his decease in 
1794, he continued with great dul. 
igence, with distinguished ability 
and with the strictest integrity, to 
discharge the duties of his station. 

In the intervals of leisure from 
his official engagements he di- 
rected his mind to an imvestl- 
gation of the various branches 
of Hindoo and oriental learn- 
ing. The laws, the religion, 
the history, the literature, and 
the customs of the Hindoos and 
other eastern nations, together 
with the geography and natural 


history of the various countries 


of the esst, were subjects which 
engaged his attention. During 
the whole of his residence in In- 
dia, he sought with the closest ap- 
plication, and with unwearied in- 
dustry, information with regard 
to these particulars. But he was 
soon aware that the field was too 
extensive to be explored by any 
individual. He therefore origin- 
ated the plan of the Asiatic So- 
ciety for the purpose of collect- 
ing and preserving all the valua- 
ble information, which could be 
obtained concerning the Eastern 
world. Of this society he was 
the first President. To their 
publications the public is already 
highly indebted for much impor- 
tant intelligence concerning those 
subjects, to which they directed 
their inquiries. 

The health of Sir William 
Jones was for some time injured 
by the climate of India. But he 
believed that his constitution had 
overcome the influence of the 
climate. ‘The health of lady 
Jones had been extremely impair- 
ed anda change of climate had 
been prescribed by the physicians, 
asthe only means of preserving 
her life. She therefore embark- 





or’ 


was ga ao ete Ph am thet ne tlt 






















































13810.] 


ed for. Englandin 1793. Sir 
William Jones was under a ne- 
cessity of remaining to complete 
a digest of Hindoo and Muhome- 
tan law, which he had undertak- 
en, to jacilitate the administration 
of justice to the native subjects of 
Great Britian in India. But he 
hoped to accomplish his task by 
the ensuing season when he de- 
signed to return to Europe. But 
in the latter part of April, 1794, 
a disorder, contracted by an im- 
prudent exposure of himself in an 
unhealthy situation late in the 
evening, and which was at first 
neglected, puta period to his use- 
ful life, in the forty eighth year 
of his age. 

Sir William Jones was endow- 
ed with distinguished powers of 
mind, and his diligence and per- 
severance in the acquisition of 
learning has seldom been equal- 
ed. His success was as great as 
might have been anticipated from 
his superior understanding and 
his intense application. His lite- 
rary and scientific attainments 
were such as have been rarely sur- 
passed. ‘I'here are few, if any 
branches of learning, to which he 
lad not directed his attention. 
Extensive, however, as was the 
field, which he had explored, his 
knowledge was never superficial. 
As a linguist he was unrivalled. 
He had studied, as he declares, in 
a manuscript found among his 
papers, eight languages critically, 
Engtish, Latin, French, Italian, 
Greek, Arabic, Persian. and San- 
Scrit. Eight he had studied less 
perfectly ; but so that they were 
intelligible with the aid of a dic- 
tionary, Spanish, Portuguese, 
German, Runic, Hebrew, Ben- 
gali. and Hindi. Twelve he had 
Studied least perfectly; but he 
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considered them all attainable, 
Thibetian, Pali, Philavi, Deri, 
Russian, Syriac, Ethiopie, Cop- 
tic, Welsh, Swedish, Dutch, 
Chinese. 

As a lawyer, his knowledge 
was comprehensive and critical. 
Such was his thirst for general in- 
formation, that he had attended 
a course of lectures on anatomy 
by the celebrated Hunter. His 
acquaintance with the mathemat. 
ics was such, that he often peru- 
sed and solved the problems in 
Newton’s Principia. He had ac- 
quired a knowledge of the mod- 
ern improvements in chemistry ; 
and during the latter part of his 
life Botany had been his favorite 
study. Considering the nature 
of his favorite literary pursuits, 
the strength of his curiosity, and 
the powers of his memory, we 
may easily conceive how exten- 
sive and accurate his acquaint- 
ance with history, ancient and 
modern must have become. Such 
was his reputation, that at the 
age of twenty-six he was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. His 
acquaintance was sought and a 
correspondence introduced by lit- 
erary characters in various parts 
of Europe. 

Sir William Jones on account 
of his industry and perseverance 
in the pursuit of literary distinc 
tion, deserves to be holden up to 
young men as a model worthy of 
their imitation. In him they 
may discover what diligence join- 
ed with distinguished talents may 
effect. They may at the same 
time, conclude that assiduous ap- 
plication with less brilliant pow- 
ersof mind will accomplish won- 
ders, while no understanding is 
so highly gifted, that without ex- 
ertion, great respectability or 
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extensive usefulness can be at- 
tained. 

It is principally, however, on 
account of his decided testimony 
in favor of Christianity, that Sir 
William Jones claims our regard. 
¢¢In matters of eternal concern,’’ 
says Lord Teignmouth, “ the 
authority of the highest human 
opinions has no claim to be ad- 
mitted as a ground of belief ; but 
it may with the strictest propriety 
be opposed to that of men of infe- 
rior learning and penetration. 
Among such as have professed a 
steady belief in the doctrines of 
christianity, where shall greater 
names be found than those of 
Locke, of Bacon and of Newton? 
Of the two former it may be ob- 
served that they were innovators 
in science, whilst the genius of 
Newton carried him extra flam- 
mantia mznia mundi. These 
men to their great praise, and we 
may hope, to their eternal happi- 
ness, devoted much of their time 
to the study of the Scriptures. 
If the evidence of revelation had 
been weak, who were better qual- 
lified to expose its unsoundness ? 
And why were minds, which 
boldly destroyed prejudices in 
science, blind to those in religion. 
They read, examined, weighed 
and believed. Such authorities, 
and let me now adéd to them 
the name of Sir William Jones, 
are deservedly entitled to great 
weight. Let those who su- 
perciliously reyect them, com- 
pare themselves with the men 
whom I havenamed. The com- 
parison may perhaps lead them 
to suspect that their incredulity 
may be the result of a little smat- 
tering in learning and of great 
self conceit, and that by hard 
study and a humbled mind, they 
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may regain the religion, which 
they have left.” 

It, is not an unfrequent fact, 
that the enemies of Christianity 
look down with the supercilious- 
ness of contempt upon its adhe- 
rents, as men characterized by the 
imbecility of their minds, the 
narrowness of their views, the 
diminutiveness of their learnin 
and the strength of their prejudi- 
ces. With not a little self-com- 
placency do they congratulate 
themselves as endowed with sin- 
gular acuteness of understanding, 
as favored with superior extent of 
knowledge, and as emancipated 
from the shackles of vulgar pre- 
possessions. ~To repress their 
haughty imaginations, and to 
confute their arrogant preten- 
sions, it may be of some avail, to 
point such characters to some of 
those prodigies of genius and 
learning, who have been sincere 
and firm adherents to the reli. 
gion of Christ. Among these 
Sir William Jones may be justly 
ranked. His avowing himself a 
believer in the Christian religion, 
is certainly ground, on which to 
rest a strong presumption that 
the evidence, by which it is con- 
firmed, is neither feeble nor in- 
sufficient. At an early period of 
his life he was not free from 
doubts with regard to the divine 
authority of the Scriptures, al- 
though it is not known that he 
ever was confirmed in unbelief. 
But he resolved to examine with 
care the sacred writings, and to 
investigate the proofs in confir- 
mation of their being the offspring 
of inspiration. By this course 
his doubts were dispelled and he 
was firmly established in the be- 
lief of the divine origin of Chris- 
tianity. .This belief remained 
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unshaken through his subsequent 
life. His progress in learning 
and his acquaintance with ort- 
ental literature, strengthened -his 
faith. One of those arguments 
by which! Christianity has recent- 
ly been-most formidably assailed 
is the disagreement between the 
Mosaic and the Hindoo and Chi- 
nese chronology. Sir William 
Jones has discovéred, that this ob- 
jection to the scriptures is entire- 
ly destitute of validity. “ It 
should be matter of gratitude,” 
says Mr. Wilberforce, ‘‘ to every 
real Christian, that in the very 
place, in which modern infidelity 
has displayed the standard of vic- 
tory, a warrior in the service of 
religion, a man of the most accute 
discernment, and profound re- 
search, has been raised up by 
Providence to guell their triumph. 
He was soon taken from us ; but 
happily for him and for ourselves, 
not till he had announced that 
like the Magi of old, he had seen 
the star of Christ in the east and 
had fallen down and worshipped 
him.”? In a discourse before the 
Asiatic Society, he says, ‘in the 
first place, we cannot surely deem 
it an inconsiderable advantage, 
that all our historical. researches, 
have confirmed the Mosaic ac- 
counts of the primitive world ; 
and our testimony on that subject 
ought to have the greater weighit, 
because if the result of our obser- 
vations had been totally different, 
we should nevertheless have pub- 
lished them; not indeed with 
equal pleasure; but with equal 


confidence ; for truth is mighty, 


and whatever be its consequences, 
must always prevail.”” On anoth- 
er occasion he says, * there is no 
shadow, then, of a foundation for 
an opinion, that Moses borrowed 
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the first nine or ten chapters of 
Genesis from the literature of 
Egypt ; still less.can the adaman- 
tine pillars of our Christian faith, 
be moved by the reult of any de- 
bates on the comparative antiqui.« 
ty of the Hindoos and Egyptians, 
or of any enquiries into the In- 
dian theology.” 

Of his belief in divine revela- 
tion he has on several occasions 
made the most explicit avowal. 
He has taken occasion in many 
of his public discources to turn 
aside from the direct course of 
his remarks to point out the con- 
firmation, which the scriptures 
receive from the discoveries, 
which have been made in India. 
‘“‘'The two parts” he: says “ of 
which the scriptures consist are 
connected by a chain of compo- 
sitions, which bear no resem- 
blance in form or style to Gre. 
cian, Persian, Indian or even A- 
rabian learning ; the antiquity of 
those compositions no man 
doubts; and the unstrained ap- 
plication of them to events long 
subsequent to their publication 
is a solid ground of belief that 
they were genuine compositions, 
and consequently inspired.” Of 
the first eleven chapters of Gen- 
esis, he says, “ We see the truth 
of them confirmed by antecedent 
reasoning and by evidence in 
part highly probable and in part. 
certain.”? ‘The connection of 
the Mosaic history with that of 
the gospel by a chain of sublime 
predictions unquestionably an- 
cient and apparently fulfilled 
must induce us to think the He- 
brew narrative more than human 
in its origin.’ Such was his 
conviction of the truth of the 
Christian religion and of its im- 
portance, that he had resolved 
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to print and publish the Gospel 
of St. Luke in Arabic. The o- 
pinion of Sir William Jones, that 
the scriptures ate confirmed, in- 
stead of being invalidated by an 
acquaintance with oriental lite- 
Fature, deserves great weight. 
Time, by causing furthet discov- 
eriés, has increased the authority 
of his opinions by evincing their 
correctness, and has shown, that 
hig conjectures were singularly 
acute and just. He was not 
one of those individuals, who can 
be charged with weak credulity. 
He possessed singular indepen- 
dence of mind. He examined 
fot himself with a determination 
to yield to nothing but the domin- 
ion of truth. He says that had 
the result of his inquiries been 
different, it would have beén de- 
clared, not, indeed, with equal 
pleasure ; but with equal confi- 
dence. 

When stich a man as Sir Wil. 
liam Jones, upon examination be- 
comes convinced of the divine in- 
spiration of the scriptures, it is a 
circumstance which loudly ad- 
monishes others to fear that in dis- 
claiming their authority, they are 
rejecting “ the counsel of God 
against themselves.”” ‘They are 
warned that their unbelief does 
not originate from a deficiency 
of evidence; but arises from a 
neglect to examine the proofs by 
which Christianity is confirmed, 
or springs from a refusal occa- 
sioned by some criminal cause, 
to allow those proofs the weight, 
which they justly claim. ‘The 
firm, the unwavering confidence 
of such a man 4s Sir William 
Jones, in the truth of the serip- 
tures, a2 man, whose powers of 
mind are rarely equalled and 
whose researches were uncom- 
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monly extensive, must with every 
dispassionate mind possess great 
weight in favor of Christianity. 
It evinces, that no one’ qualified 
to judge upon the subject will be 
an infidel. It proves that unbe- 
lief cannot be blameless, since 
the scriptures cannot be bejected 
except from a criminal cause, 
and, that therefore, he who re- 
jects them, does it at his peril. 

His high estimation of the 
scriptures, considered aside from 
their sacred character, is wor? 
thy of notice. ‘ I have careful- 
ly and regularly (says this ac- 
complished  scholar,) perused 
these Holy Scriptures and am of 
opinion, that the volume inde- 
pendently of its divine origin con- 
tains more sublimity, purer mo- 
rality, more important history 
and finer strains of eloquence, 
than can be collected from al! 
other books, in whatever lan- 
guage they may have been writ- 
ten.”’ 

Many by their pitiful witti- 
cisms upon the scriptures en- 
deavor to attract notice and ad- 
miration. Others regard the sa- 
cred volume with contempt and 
treat it with scornful neglect. 
But such treatment of a book, 
from which Milton derived his 
most sublime conceptions and 
by which he’ was taught to soar 
‘* beyond this visible diurnal 
sphere,”’? and of which Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, distinguished alike for 
his taste and his erudition, ex- 
presses so high an opinion, dis- 
covers at once a pitiable absence 
of taste and decency, as well a6 
of religious principle. There is 
ground for the conclusion, that 
the regard of Sir William Jones, 
for Christianity extended farther, 
than to a speculative conviction 
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of its divine origin. He certain- 
ly embraced several of the pe- 
culiar doctrines of revelation, and 
we may indulge the hope, that 
his belief was attended with a 
salutary iufluence upon his heart 
and life. The prayers, found 
among his papers evince a devo- 
tional spirit and several little cir- 
cumstances display an habitual re+ 
gard for God. Ona card, on 
which his name was printed he 
had transcribed two lines of 
Milton, which exhibit the bias of 
his mind : 
Not wand’ring poor, but trusting all 
his wealth 
To God, who call’d him to a land un- 
known, 

His variation of a couplet of 
Sir Edward Coke, is such as only 
a pious mind would have been 
likely to make. 

Six hoursin sleep, in law’s grave study 
six, 
Four spend in prayer, the rest on na- 


ture fix. 


Rather says Sir William Jones, 
Six hours to law, to soothing slumber 
seven, 
Ten to the world ailot, and all to 
heaven, 
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His habitual perusal of the 
scriptures is a circumstance very 
improbable in a man, who wasa 
stranger toreligion. Ina paper, 
on which he had minuted the 
course of his daily studies during 
a particular period, while in India, 
ten chapters of the scriptures are 
mentioned and to these the first 
place isgiven But he cannot be 
produced as an example of emi- 
nent piety. Whether he were 
truly a religious man, is not how- 
ever a question which it is im- 
portant for us to decide. He 
has passed his final audit and the 
nature of his regard for religion 
has been decided at the divine 
tribunal. At that tribunal must 
those, who read this sketch, soon 
appear, and their characters be 
estimated by that standard of ho- 
liness, which is exhibited in the 
sacred volume. That contains 
the rules of human duty ; and is 
the test by which all. shall ar last 
be tried, and their eternal state 
determined. Happy beyond ex- 
pression will be the condition of 
those, who shall be found to have 
complied with the terms of salva- 
tion, prescribed in the. divine 
word; but deplorable will be 
their lot, who, when weighed in 
the balance are found wanting. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


—- 2 INN =>-— 


“wiHoO MAKETH THEE TO 


DIFFER 2” 


THERE is among mankind a 
radical difference in character, 
and these characters have a des. 
tination widely dissimilar, Scrip- 
ture informs us whence this ori- 


2K 


ginates. It is God who makes 
this differesce among mankind. 
Christians were equally polluted 
by nature with the rest of their 
race ; and many of them much 
more so by their practice. They 
have nothing to claim on the 
ground of their own natural good- 
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ness of heart. By nature, they 
were cluldren of wrath, even as 
others, 

Nor have they purchased their 
privileges, by a course of strict 
and uniform obedience to the di 
vine commands. ‘Chey have all of 
them polluted themselves, more 
or less, by allowed transgression ; 
and some of them, to their shame, 
have literally wallowed in crimes. 
An apostle, after relating the 
abominations of those who con- 
tinued heathens, says to the chris- 
tians in his day, who had been 
converted from heathenism, and 
such were some of you; but ye 
are washed, ye are sanctified, ye 
are justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. And the same lan- 
guage may, with propriety, be 
addressed to many christians, in 
every age, 

Christians have made no atone: 
ment for their sins, ‘They have 
not by any of their doings or 
sufferings fulfilled the violated 
law of God, satisfied for the in- 
jury which, by their sins, they 
have done to his character, nor 
secured the rights of his govern- 
ment, On the contrary they have 
been continually adding trans- 
gression to transgression, and ren- 
dering themselves more and more 
deserving of the divine displeas- 
ure. 

They did not forsake their e- 
vil ways without the interference 
of special divine grace. They 
chose and pursued the paths of 
iniquity. ‘They refused to yield 
obedience to all the commands of 
God, and lived without God and 
without hope in the world, cast- 


ing off fear and restraining prayer 


before him. ‘They regarded the 
ordinances of religion as mere 


matters of form, if not with stil 
more indifference. They neg- 
lected the calls and invitations of 
the gospel, and heard without e- 
motion of the provision and suf- 
ferings and death of the Saviour. 
The language of their hearts and 
their conduct, if not of their lips 
to God was, depart from us, for 
we desire not the knowledge of 
thy ways. They were obstinate 
and persevering rebels against the 
majesty of heaven. Such was 
their character when they were 
arrested by God. And unless 
he had interfered, unless he had 
changed the disposition of their 
souls, unless he had brought them 
back from their wanderings to 
the fold of the Redeemer, they 
would have gone on to destruc- 
tion. But God has distinguish- 
ed them by special divine grace, 
by the saving influences of the 
divine spirit, without which they 
would unavoidably have perish- 
ed forever. He has applied to 
them that atonement, which the 
Redeemer has made for sin. Al- 
though by the death of Christ the 
justice of God is completely sat- 
isfied, so that he can now be just 
when he justifies him that believ- 
eth; although a way is open in 
which the sinner may return, if 
he will, to the enjoyment of the 
favor of God; yet he will not 
return. To him the Redeemer 
will have died in vain, unless 
God, of his mere mercy, make 
him willing in the day of his 
power; for he will not accept of 
salvation when it is offered to 
him, without money and without 
price. 

But Christians have been made 
willing by the almighty grace of 
God. ‘They have been brought 
to feel their need of salvation, 
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and to embrace the Saviour as he 
is freely offered in the gospel. 
They have seen the storm of di- 
vine wrath collecting over their 
heads; and they have fled to 
him as a covert from the tempest. 
They have listened to the report 
of a flood of vengeance, which 
will finally overwhelm the un- 
godly ; and they have taken re- 
fuge in Christ Jesus, the only ark 
of safety. 

And why have they fled and 
not others ? Why are they secure, 
while others are exposed ? Why 
have they repaired to the only 
mountain of safety, while others 
are tarrying in the plain below ? 
It is because God has made them 
to differ. It is because his spir- 
it has operated specially on their 
hearts, and wrought the faith of 
the gospel in their souls. 

Others around them have en- 
joyed the same means of grace, 
and the same offers of salvation, 
which they have enjoyed. They 
have had the bible, and have 
been favored with sabbaths, and 
have heard the gospel preached ; 
but to them the bible and sab- 
baths and a preached gospel have 
been in vain. And so they would 
have been to those who are Chris- 
tians, if they had been left to 
themselves. Let me ask each of 
those, who hope they are of this 
character, who maketh thee to 
differ ? Why are youtaken while 
others are left?) Why are your 
brethren, your Sisters, your neigh- 
bors still secure in their sins and 
Strangers to salvation, while you 
have been adopted into the fami- 
ly of God, and have received 
power to become the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

If you indeed possess the char- 
acter, which you suppose your- 
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selves to possess, you will be 
ready to acknowledge that it 1s 
all of God. You will not arro- 
gate to yourselves a particle of 
this glory, but you will be ready 
to say, not unto us O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name, be 
all the glory. 

Of old, conquerors were ac- 
customed to erect pillars in their 
temples, as monuments of their 
victories. In allusion, probably, 
to this circumstance, it 1s said in 
Scripture, that Christians shall be 
pillars in the temple of Ged. 
They shall stand as monuments 
of the victories of the divine 
Immanuel to alleternity. Read- 
er, are you prepared for a pillar 
in this temple. 

Here, reader, you have the 
sum and substance of the doctrine 
of election. 


AUGUSTINE. 


LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


To Mrs. 


Are you ever in the dark ?” 


, in reply to a question, 





As I understand you to explain 
yourself, your enquiry is, are you 
ever the subject of disquieting 
fears respecting a Saving interest 
in the divine favor? T observe that 
it is of little consequence what 
my particular feelings or exercises 
may be. But the question, what 
is truth 2? or in other words, what 
are those exercises which specifi- 
cally distinguish the real Chris- 
tian, from every counterfeit ? is 
of serious importance. So far 
as the Christian enjoys nearness to 
God, he is not in the dark ; “ in 
his light he sees light.” To 
énow that he is an heir of heaven, 
is not what he waderstandingly calls 
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being in the light. He may en- 
joy the divine presence, feel him- 
self encircled with divine perfec- 
tien, with answerable feelings of 
heart. without adverting to the 
inquiry, “©am I a Christian ?”’ 
Tie may esj-y union to the cause 
and kingdom ot God, feeling it 
to be his meat and drink to 
do his wil, with ut turning a 
thougnt on his own personal in- 
terest in the redeemer? It 1s 
true, should he chance to turn 
his attention on this subject, he 
would necessarily feel, that such 
union of heart, as that of which 
he is conscious that he is the sub- 
ject, implies an impossibility, that 
he should be separated trom that 
being, that cause, that intetest to 
which his soul is most tenderly 
united. For he feeis, that what 
God has thus joined together, 
cannot be put asunder = It 1s 
gieatiy to be feared, that the 
spiritual darkness under which 
professors so often labour, pro- 
ceeds from a -eliis h spirit, which 
mnmplies, at least, a creat deficien- 
cy im their love to God. 

May we know ourselves. may 
our hearts expand in enlarged, 
benevolent affection, which em- 
braces Ged and his holy king- 
dom, placing cur interest, aod | 

upreme felicity in the prosperi- 


ty of this? If the spiritual eve 
were opened to behold © the earth 
fail ot God’s glory,’? and our 


hearts warmed with complacen- 
cy, with exultation im the view ; 
sh uld we turn aside from the 
ravishing prospect with an anxious 
ingury, ‘am I to be saved or 
Jost ?’ rather should we not * run 
mto G d’s name as to a strong 
tower,” rejoicing that he will 
make a glorious exhibition of it ? 
Should we not necessarily and 
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sweetly cast ourselves at his feet, 

saying, ‘“ here am I, do with me 

as seemeih good in thy sight ?” 
AMELIA. 





DIALOGUES, 


Between Wispom, Mr. Greepy, 
Mr Greatman, Mr. Frozick, 
and others. 


Diatocue I. 


Wisdom. Mr. Greedy, I fear 
you are travelling a path, which 
will end in your ruin. You read 
in the Bible of a broad road, 
which leadeth unto death. Is not 
this the road you are travelling ? 

Greedy. Oh no, I believe not ; 
though I am not sure. But if | 
am in this way. I shall do as well 
as others. Besides, I mean to 
reform before I die But I can- 
not attend to serious things now ; 
I have other things to mind. 

Wisdom. Butis there any thing 
in this world so important and 
necessary to be regarded as the 
soul and eternal th ings? If the 
soul be lost, all is iost. ‘ For 
what shall it profit aman, if he 
gain the whole world, and lose 
his own sou} 2”? 


Greedy. But we must make 
‘ provision, y.u know, for the 
boay. It will not do to let the 


body suffer and die. If it be in 
a suffering state, we cannot al- 
tend to religion 

l{isdom. This is true; but 
you ought to attend to both soul 
and body This is your duty. 
Would it not be right ro let the 
body die for the sake of the soul ? 
And can it be a duty to let the 
soul perish for the sake of the 
body ? he soul infinitely ex- 
ceeds ithe bedy in worth. 
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Greedy. I will tell you my 
plan ; itis this. As soon as | 
have obtained enough of the 
world to live in easy, convenient, 
and comfortable circumstances, 
then I shall have leisure, and 
mean to attend to religion. Is 
not this a good determination ? 

Wisdom. Why it appears to 
me, Mr. Greedy, that you are 
now in easy, comfortable circum- 
stances, You have a decent 
house, 2 good barn, and a farm 
well stocked with cattle, enough 
to eat, and cloath you, without 
being incumbered with debts. 
What more do you need ? 

Greedy. Alas! I see you are 
deceived. I need a thousand 
things more than I have. My 
furniture ts not decent. It is not 
half equal to my neighbor Rich- 
man’s. I have not money enough 
to buy that land, which agj ins 
mine. It lies so conveniently, f 
need it very much. And my 
wife says, she is ashamed to have 
eur daughters appear in public, 
unless they can dress better, 
When I begin to enumerate them, 
there is no end to my wants. 
They meke me feel so poor, I 
hardly know what todo. Surely 
iam far from being in comfort- 
able circumstances. 

Wisdom. ‘Then you do not ex- 
pect to be in comfortable circum- 
stances, till you have every thing 
you want ? 

Grecdy. Surely not. Isa man 
in a comfortable condition, who 
has a thousand wants ? 

Wisdom. Then I am sure you 
never will attain to easy and com- 
fortable circumstances. For, you 
never will have so much as you 
want. Did you ever know a 
person, who coveted the world, 
Possess so much as to desire no 
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more? Every day creates new 
wants. Not oaly so, but the de- 
sires of covetousness are inSatia- 
ble. Earthly comforts can never 
satisfy them, any more than nate 
ural thirst can be allayed by a 
broken cistern, which can hold 
no water. Upon your plan you 
will aiways be a poor man. But 
you said, when you should have 
things comfortably around you, 
then you meant to attend to relie 
ion. 

Greedy. Yes, I did say some- 
thing tothis amount. J know it 
will never do for me to live, and 
die,as Iam. I mean, therefore, 
as soon as I can, to prepare tor 
death. 

Wisdom. It seems you expect 
to live many years ; like the man, 
who said, * Soul, thou hast 
goods laid up for many years.” 
Do you ever reflect, that life is 
very uncertain. You may, in a 
thousand ways, be called,in a 
moment, into eternity. ‘his 
thought is enough to make you 
engaged to secure the one thing 
needful without any delay. How 
can you live so thoughtless a hife, 
surrounded with dangers. Your 
feet stand every moment on a 
slippery place, and will slide in 
due time. It may be within one 
hour. Are you not alarmed ? 

Greedy, Oh no. I am not 
more than thirty-five, I enjoy 
good health, and feel strong and 
vigorous. I cannot view deata 
as nigh, while I feel thus. 

Wisdom. But health, and vigor 
are no defence against death. 
Thousands as young, as healthy, 
as strong, as you are, have been 
cut down ina moment. I be- 
seech you no longer to flatter 
yourself with such vain expecta- 
tions» Bui improve your time, 
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while you have it, laying up a 
treasure in heaven. 

Greedy. 1 do not love to hear 
you talk in this serious strain. It 
makes me feeluneasy. IfI were 
to feel myself in constant danger 
of death, I should never have 
any more comfort. I should 
have to attend to religion imme- 
diately. But oh how can I? 
How can I give up the world, 
and become religious? Religion 
is the most gloomy work ever 
undertaken. 

Wisdom. But why does it ap- 
pear to you so gloomy? The 
ways of religion are pleasant, 
and all her paths are peace. 

Greedy. So it may appear to 
you, but to me entirely the re- 
verse. When I think of God, 
his greatness terrifies me ; his 
universal presence, and omnis- 
cience make me tremble; his 
justice appears dreadful ; I cannot 
endure to be in his hand, and at 
his disposal. I see no beauty in 
Christ. His followers look to 
me very miserable; I almost 
dread to see them. I can see 
nothing in heaven that is agreea- 
ble, but, onthe contrary, all the 
objects and employments of that 
world are very disgustful. To 
think of death, hell, and ge 
ty, destroys all my peace. 
must put off religion cil just ~ 
fore death arrives. But the 
world has a thousand charms. 
When 1 have plentiful harvests, 
when I am buying farms, and 
cattle, and prosper in the world, 
and have a prospect of being, by 
and by, in comfortable circum- 
stances, I amin my element, and 
fee! well. Iam so happy, I wish 
I might live here forever. I am 
sure it would be foolish to de- 
stroy all this happmess, by at- 
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tending to religion, when it may 
as well occupy our attention at 
the close of life, when the world 
can afford no more comfort. 

Wisdom. Did you know, Mr. 
Greedy, that you have been tel- 
ling what a heart you possess? 
Do you not see, from what you 
have said, that you have no love 
tor God, or divine things ; that 
your aflections are supremely 
placed on earthly objects? You 
have an exceedingly wicked 
heart. 

Greedy. Heart! My heart is 
not wicked. It is true, I do not 
love God, nor religion. But this 
I cannot help; itis not, therefore, 
wicked. 1 know I love the 
world, but this is lawful; and 
hence there is noevil in it. Sure- 
ly there can be no hurt in loving 
lawful things. I love mankind, 
I am never angry with them, and 
never injure them, only when 
they try to hurt me. I feel friend- 
ly towards them as far as they 
act a friendly part towards me 
and my interest, and connexions, 
And when they act otherwise, I 
ought tohate them. I mean to 
be honest, charitable to the poor, 
and public spirited, that the world 
may esteem me. sndI shun all 
immoral practices, because they 
are disgraceful, and ruinous to 
my interest. ‘There is not a man 
in town, who lives a more mor- 
al, and decent life. Every one 
must say I am a good hearted 
man. 

Wisdom. 1 have no doubt but 
that you appear in your own 
sight, in the light you have de- 
scribed. If you are a good man, 
why are you so afraid to die? 
Good men go to heaven. | 

Greedy. God is stronger than. 
I am, ‘ait Iam afraid he will 
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send me tehell. Though there 
is no hurt in living without love 
to God, yet our minister tells us, 
such characters have to live in 
hell. 

Wisdom. Mr. Greedy, you ap- 
pear to be totally unacquainted 
with your heart. You acknowl- 
edge you have no love to God, 
yet say, this is no sin. Is it not 
sinful to transgress the law of 
God? > Hear what the law saith. 
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart.” Do 
those obey this command, who 
have no love for God? Do they 
not live in the daily violation of 
it? We also read of those who 
worship and serve the creature, 
more than the creator who is 
blessed forever. You acknowl- 
edge you love the world. To 
those, who do not love God, but 
the world, it is their supreme ob- 
ject It has the highest place in 
their hearts. That object is your 
God, which you supremely love. 
Hence the world has that place 
in your heart, which God ought 


to fill. The world, therefore, is 
your God. To the world you 


look for happiness. To the world 
you go for a supply of all your 
wants. You serve the world. 
You labor for nothing else. You 
serve no other master. The world, 
then, yonidolise. Is it not a great 
sin to reject the God who made 
you, and serve and worship idols ? 
This is living just as the heathen 
live. 

Greedy. Butcan what you say 
be true? In this way you make 
me as bad as an idolater, as bad 
as a heathen. 

Wisdom. Al this is as true as 
the bible. Not only so, but for 
the sake of serving the world, 
your God, you reject the Lord 
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Jesus Christ, whom God in inf- 
nite love sent into this world to 
save sinners. When you are in- 
vited to the gospel supper, you 
refuse to come. Why? Because 
you must go and attend to your 
oxen, farms and merchandise. 
Do you consider how wicked this 
is? Is it not treating Christ with 
great indignity ? Is it not practi- 
cally saying, that farms are of 
more value than the son of God ? 
Is, it not saying, he is a being of 
no worth? Is it not treating 
Christ as Judas did, who prefer- 
ed thirty pieces of silver to him ; 
and as the Jews did, who prefer- 
ed Barabbas, a notorious robber, 
to him? While you thus despise 
Christ, you despise his dying love, 
slight his mercy, and all the eter- 
nal blessings of his kingdom. 

Greedy. Alas, you make me 
as bad as a murderer. 

Wisdom. if murder had been 
the only crime of which you had 
been guilty, it would be much 
better for you than it is now. Is 
it not a greater crime to crucify 
the son of God, than to take away 
the life of a man? But as you 
live, you crucify him atresh every 
day. Does not such. wickedness 
deserve death ? Is it not time for 
you to make your peace with 
God? 

Careless. Tam glad, Mr. Greee 
dy to find you at home. But 
what is the matter, you look un. 
commenly sober ? 

Greedy. That gentleman, who 
just steped out, has given mea 
solemn lecture. If all he says be 
true, I am as wicked as any of 
our highway robbers. At least, 
my heart is as bad. 

Careless. Liliok T have seen 
him before, his nanic is Wisdom, 
is it not? 
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Greedy. Yes, and Tam almost 
provoked with him for his plain 
dealing. 

Careless. Aye, I remember to 
have heard him talk against those, 
who have nolove for God, and su- 
premely regard this world. But 
I hepe you do not mind him. 
He talks just as our minister 
preaches. If we were to regard 
what they say, we should never 
have any more comfort in this 
world. But treat what he says, 
as we do what our minister 
preiches. Wego to meeting. be- 
cause it is fashionable, to do er- 
tands, to hear news, and for such 
purposes. When the Parson is 
preaching, we are a sleep, or 
thinking about our worldly mat- 
ters, or some other object of im- 
portance. Come lay aside gloo- 
my thoughts. Ihave come to 
let you know, that if you will 
come to my house to morrow, 
Iwill give youa good bargain 
inthe oxen you proposed to buy. 

‘Greedy. ‘To morrow-——~To 
morrow is Sunday, is it not? 

Careless. Yes. But if you 
will come at noon, or after ser- 
vice in the afternoon, it will save 
time you know. 

Greedy Yes. 
ea!] at your house. 

Carless. Very well. Good 
bye, 1 must be in haste, for it is 
hard times you know, and we shall 
never have enough of the worid 
to be comfortable, unless we are 
very industrious. 

Wisdom. 1 steped out for a 
minute with a view to return. 
Have you attended to what | last 
said ? 

Greedy. No. These things 
gre too serious and painful for me 
to reflect much upon. [| think 
what Mr. Careless saysis true, 


Weill I will 
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that if we regard you. and our 
minister, we shall never have any 
more peace or comfort in this 
world. 

Wisdem. I expected as soon 
as | saw him enter the room he 
would be a great damage to you, 
This is the way of sinners. . They 
help to keep each other in securi- 
ty. They entice each other into 
sin. ‘I'‘hey push each other on in 
the road to hell. I dare say he 
has been setting some trap for 
your feet, and baited it with the 
prospect of some worldly gain. 
But 1 mean to improve this op- 
portunity to deal faithfully with 
you. You have chosen the world 
for your portion. But only con- 
sider, itis a miserable portion. It 
can never satisfy your thirst of 
enjoyment. It can never make 
you happy. ‘The scripture calls 
it a broken cistern. It never did, 
and it never can any more satisfy 
the desires of an immortal soul, 
than a broken cistern can supply 
a person with water to satisfy na- 
tural thirst. 

The world is an uncertain por- 
tion. In many ways God could 
strip you naked in oneday. Do 
you not fear that he will take your 
god from you? At death you 
must leave it behind you For 
as naked as you came into this 
world. you must leave it. Inthe 
eternal world you will have no 
portion ; for you refuse to lay up 
a treasure in heaven. Very soon 
then your happiness will have an 
end, and an eternity of misery 
will commence. Oh that yiu 
would be wise and consider these 
things 

Greedy. You may preach as 
long as you please I love the 
worid. and after it I will go. I 
shall do as well as others. Why, 
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a great part of the town are in 

pursuit of the same portion. 

Would you have me become sin- 
ular ? 

Wisdom. I know, the greater 
part of the world are like you. 
And oh that they would consider 
these things. It is as important 
for them, asit is for you. But 
if you are not willing to be singu- 
lar in this degererate age, you 
must perish. 

Greedy. I am weary of hearing 
these things. Our minister preach- 
es in the same strain, and I do 
not like him. I hear Mr. Blind- 
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fold now and then, and he preach- 
es well. He tells us, if we are 
honest and moral, and do as well 
as we can, we Shall be happy af- 
ter death. This sits easy, and 
suits my notions about religion. 
I cannot be hindered any longer. 


The writer of this discourse is 
the professed friend of wisdom. 
He heard it through, and has 
committed it to paper, for the 
purpose of reminding the vota- 
ries of the world of their guilt 
and folly and of solemnly ad- 
monishing them of their danger. 
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RULES FOR DISCOVERING THE 
HARMORY OF MANY APPARENT= 
L¥Y DISCORDANT SCRIPTURES. 


The following illustration of many 
apparently contrarious scriptures, tak- 
en from an old work of Dr, Roberts, 
entitled ‘« Clavis Bibliorum,’’ will, we 
trust, be of use to many of ourreaders, 
aud acceptable to ail. 


Heedfully and judiciously ob- 
serve the accurate concord and 
harmony of the holy scriptures. 
Though written by several per- 
sons, at several times, in several 
places, yet one and the same 
spirit inditing all, is still like him- 
selt, consonant to himself in all. 
The discord is in our minds, 
tather than in God’s word. 
Hence Augustine says “let us 
be at concord in our own heart 
and the scripture will have no 
discord in it.” There are prin- 
™pally five notable respects, in 
2L 


which scriptsires sometimes seem 
most contrary, repugnant, and 
opposite, one to another ; when 
yet they are not dissonant, but 
consonant, and sweetly concord. 
ing one with another. As, I. 
When the word or phrase is used 
in several places, not in the same, 
but in several senses and accepta- 
tions. 2. When they treat not of 
the same, but of several subjects. 
3. When they speak not of the 
same, but several parts of a thing, 
4. When they speak not in several 
places, according to the same, 
but several respects. 5. When 
they intend not the same, but 
several times. These things well 
considered, will lay a notable 
foundation for reconciling all 
places of scripture that seem to 
be any way opposite one to ano- 
ther. Take the illustrations of 
them severally. 

1. Scriptures seem opposite, 
but are not, when the same word 
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or phrase in several placesis used 
not in the same, but in several 
senses and acceptations : for the 
Same words have oft-times several 
Significations. In such case, dis- 
tinguish the several acceptations, 
and the scriptures agree. 

As Paul saith, Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling.¢ But John saith, There 
is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casteth out fear,d &c. 
These places are not opposite : 
because the word fear in John 
signifies a base, servile, slavish 
fear ; in Paul a filial, child-like, 
religious fear. In this sense it 
is said of the Samaritans, They 
feared the Lord ic and again, 
They feared not the Lord ; i 
they feared the Lord servilely 
and hypocritically for his lions, 
but they feared him not religious= 
ty, filially, sincerely. Not to fear 
God aright, is not to fear him at 
all. 

Again, Christ saith, if a man 
keep my sayings he shall never 
see death.d But Paul saith, It is 
appointed to all men once to die ze 
yet here is no opposition, for 
Christ speaks of death spiritual 
and eternal ; Paul, of death tem- 
poral or corporal. 

Further, Jeremiah saith, Curs- 
ed be the manethat trusteth 1 
man.f Christ saith, Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
ye have no life in you :g by eating 
understand deleving, v. 45. yet 
here is no opposition ; man signi- 
fying mere man, who is vain 
deceitful, &c. of him Jeremiah 
speaks. Or, man subsisting in 





a Phil, 2, 12. 6 Jokn 4, 18.—— 
2 Kings 17. ry a3; of d John 
8, 51. e Heb. 9, 27,——/ Jer. 17. 
ge John 6. 53. 




















Scriptures. FSEPT, 


the second person of God ;: of him 
Christ speaks. 

Moses saith, God rested on 
the seventh day trom all his 
work :a but Christ saith, My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work ;b yet here is no opposi- 
tion; for the works of God are 
either works of creation whereby 
new kinds of creatures are made, 
so Moses intended that God rested 
from his work ; or works of con- 
servation and providence, sustain- 
ing and governing his works cre- 
ated, so Christ meant, the Father 
and he wrought still. 

Add hereunto: Christ saith, 
If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren 


_ and sisters, yea and his own life 


also, he cannot be my disciple.c 
But Paul saith, Husbands love 
your wives.d No man ever yet 
hated his own flesh :e yet no op- 
position ; for datred is taken ei- 
ther properly and absolutely, so 
understand Paul: or compara- 
tively, a less love being counted 
hatred ; of that understand 
Christ. 

Moreover Paul saith, There- 
fore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law.f But James 
saith, Ye see then how that br 
works a man is justified, and 
not by faith only :¢ yet no real 
opposition ; for justification im 
Paul’s sense, signifies an instru- 
‘mental application of God’s 
righteousness, viz. Jesus Christ to 
ourselves, and so faith alone jus- 
tifies before God. But justifica- 


a Gen. 
c Luke 14. 26, 
e Eph, 5, 29. 
g& James 2. 24. 


2.35.——6 John 5, 17.—— 
d Col. 
—j~ Rom. 3. 
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tion in James’ sense, signifies a 
declarative manifestation .of the 
truth of that faith whereby we 
are justified, by the fruits and 
works of it. Paul speaks of our 
justification before God; James, 
of our justification before men : 
Paul, of the justification of our 
persons by faith ; James, of the 
justification of our faith itself, by 
works, 

2. Holy ecriptures seem oppo- 
site, but are not ; when they 
treat not of the same, but of sev- 
eral subjects or several matters. 
As, Christ promised the apostles, 
When the Spirit of Truth should 
come, he should guide them into 
all truth. But Paul testified, 
that Peter erred, and was to be 
blamed.6 Here are several sub- 
jects, viz. doctrine and practice: 
as to doctrine, the apostles erred 
not therein, because they had it 
immediately from God: but as 
to matter of practice, Peter there 
erred, dissembling fellowship with 
the Gentiles for fear of the Jews. 
Nor were any of the apostles ex- 
empted from sin and error in 
practice. 

Again, it is said in one place, 


that Elijah went up by a whirl- 


wind into heaven.c And in 
another, Behold I will send you 
Elijah the prophet, before the 
coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord.d Yet these 
places oppose not one another, 
because here are several subjects 
spoken of : the former being Eli- 
jah the Tishbite ; the latter John 
the Baptist, the new testament 
Elijah, so called because he came 
in the spirit and power of Elijah.e 


a John 16, 13, 4 Gal. 2. 11, &e. 
w—c 2 Kings 2. 11,——-d Mai. 4. 3. 
m—-e Luke 1.17. 
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. Furthermore, John the Baptist 

being asked if he were Elias, 
answered, 1 am not.a2 And yet 
Christ saith, John the Baptist 
was that Elias which was to 
come,d viz. not personally, but 
virtually ; so here is no oppost- 
tion. 

3. Scriptures seem opposite but 
are not, when, though they speak 
of the same matter or subject, 
yet they intend not the same, but 
several parts thereof. As, Paul 
saith, in me dwells no good 
thing.c And yet he saith, I de- 
light in the law of God ;d which 
doubtless is good. Yet these 
oppose not, because in the for- 
mer Paul speaks of his carnal 
unregenerate part ; in me, that 
isin my flesh, dwells no good. 
thing : in the latter, of his spirit- 
ual regenerate part ; I delight in 
the law of God, after the inner 
man. . 

Again, Christ saith, My father 
is greater than I.e But Paul 
saith, Christ Jesus being in the 
form of God, thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God f Yet 
no opposition ; for in Christ’s 
person are two natures, viz. of 
God and man.g Now as Christ 
is God, so he is equal to the Fa- 
ther, as Paul meant: as Christ is 
man, so the Father 1s greater than 
he, as himself said. 

4. Scriptures seem opposite 
and contrary, but are not, when 
they speak of things, not in the 
same, but in several respects, no- 


tions, or considerations. For the 
a John 1, 21.——$ Mat. 11. 14, & 
17. 11, 12. Mark 9. 11, 12, 15.—— 





c Rom. 7. i8. d Rom. 7. 22.— 
e John 14, 28, ——/ Phil. 2. 5, 6. 
g See John 1, 14, 1 Tim, 5. lo. Gal. 
4. 4. 
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several respect, removes all cone 
tradiction or opposition. 

As Christ saith, If I bear 
witness of myseif, my witness is 
not true.a But elsewhere he 
saith, Though I bear record of 
myself, yet my record is true.d 
Yet here is no opposition indeed, 
because Christ speaks of bearing 
witness of himself in several re- 
spects : in the former place, of 
bearing witness to himself dis- 
junctly and solely without the 
Father, so his witness were not 
true: in the latter, of bearing 
witness of himself, conjunctly or 
jointly with the Father, so his 
witness of himself is true. 

Again, John saith, He that is 
born of God, committeth not 
sin, nor can sin.c And elsewhere 
he saith, If we say we have no 
sin we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we say 
that we have not sinned we make 
him a liar,d &c. Yet here is no 
real opposition ; for in some re- 
spects they that are born of God, 

may be said to sin; in some re- 
spects they sin not. They have 
sin original in them; and ‘actual 
sin, through infirmity, &c. is 
done by them, while they are in 
this world : but they sin not as 
unregenerate men sin, viz. 1. not 
against the Gospel Remedy, Je- 
sus Christ ; 2. not as under the 
reign of sin; 3. not with a full will; 
4. not presumptuously ; 5. not 
habitually ; 6. not with allowance 
of themselves in any bosom-cor- 
ruption ; 7. not totally and finally. 

Furthermore, God saith, Iam 
the Lord, I change not;e and 


a John 5, 31, 6 John 8 14,.—— 

e 1 John3, 9,——d 1 John 1, 8, 10, 

e See all these particulars largely 

opened in my ‘ Believers’ Evidences 

for eternal Life.’’ Chap. 2, p. 38, &e, 
weee Mal, 3. 6. 
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elsewhere he saith, I will repent 
of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them.—And I will repent 
of the good wherewith I said I 
would benefit them.a Yet no re- 
al contradiction ; for, in some 
sense God cannot repent, viz. af- 
fectively, in respect of his es- 
sence ; no nor in respect of his 
eternal decree : in some sense af- 
ter the manner of men, he is said 
to repent, viz. effectively, in 
respect of his works which he ef- 
fecteth, when he doth something 
cross to what he had formerly 
done, as when he drowned the 
world, which he had made, de- 
throned Saul, whom he had an- 
ointed king, &c. 

Add to these ; it is said of 
Christ’s kingdom, It shall have 
no end, but be established for 
ever-6 But Paul saith, Christ at 
the end shall deliver up the 
kingdom to God even the Fa- 
ther.c Yet no real opposition ; 
for, Christ’s kingdom may be 
considered in divers respects, 
viz, 1. as it is essential belonging 
to Christ as God: so he shall 
never deliver up his kingdom ; 
2. as economical, dispensatory, 
or mediatory. ‘The mediatory 
kingdom of Christ is considera- 
ble in respect ot the substance of 
it ; so Christ our Mediator shall 
be head of his church and mys- 
tical body forever : the circum- 
stance of it, or manner of admin- 
istration of it, by word, sacra- 
ments, effusion of the Spirit, &c. 
and thus at last Christ shall de- 
liver up the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther, for then God in Christ, 
face to face, shall be an endless 
sabbath, sermon, sacrament, all 
in all. 


a Jer. 18.8, 10——4 Isaiah S 7. 
Luke 1, 33——< 1 Cor. 15, 14. 
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5. Finally, scriptures may. 


seem but are not really opposite 
when they intend not the same, 
but several times. Or at least 
when they speak of the same 
times in several respects, Dis- 
tinguish wisely the times, and re- 
spects, and the opposition ceaseth. 

As Jotham the son of Uzziah 
is said to reign sixteen years in 
Jerusalem ;a and yet mention is 
made of the twentieth year of 
Jotham the son of Uzziahé 
Notwithstanding here is no real 
opposition ; for Jotham reigned 
alone only sixteen years: but he 
reigned with his father Uzziah, 
{who could not manage the af- 
fairs of the kingdom, being smit- 
ten with leprosy) four years be- 
fore ; in all twenty years. 

Again, Matthew saith, after 
six days, Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John his brother, and 
bringeth them up into a high 
mountain apart.c ~But Luke 
saith, About an eight days after 
these sayings, he took Peter, and 
John, and James, and went up 
into a mountain.d Yet no op- 
position ; for, 1. either it may 
be said, Luke’s expression of, 
About an eight days after, hatha 
latitude, and may bear a day 
under: and Matthew’s expres- 
sion, hath a latitude, Afier six 
days, and may bear a day or two 
over: 2, or Matthew numbers 
the days exclusively, Luke, in- 
clusively. 





ON VITAL RELIGION. 
(From the Christian Observer.) 
That vital religion is a blessed 

reality, needs no better proof than 


a2 Kings 15, $3.— 2 Kings 15, 30. 
ow ( Mar, 17. Liwd Luke 9, 28, 
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the exact coincidence of judg- 
ment, taste, principles, and habits, 
which prevails amongst its pro- 
fessors. Papists and Protestants, 
men in the wilds of America, and 
in the cultivated countries of Eu- 
rope, persons who lived under the 
Jewish economy, and multitudes 
who live under the Christian in- 
stitution now, have all spoken, 
in spite of their several peculiari- 
ties, one common language of 
the heart about God and Christ, 
sin and holiness, time and eterni- 
ty. Their religious hopes and 
fears, their joys and their sorrows, 
have beenthesame. ‘They have, 
in a word, perfectly understood 
one another’s sentiments, and en- 
tered into one another’s feelings, 
(though mysterious and unintel- 
ligible to allthe world beside, ) on 
every subject essentially relating 
to salvation. For eighteen cen- 
turies, Christians, for example, 
have thought, and sung, and 
prayed, with David, a Jewish 
king, who reigned about three 
thousand years ago. Scarcely 
have they had a sentiment, a 
wish, or a feeling, which he has 
not anticipated. Whence this a- 
ereement ? How happens it, that 
persons so distant in time and 
place, in speculative theories of 
religion, and in outward modes 

of worship, from each other, 

should notwithstanding so exact- 

ly harmonize? Will tt be ascrib- 

ed to chance ? Can imagination, en- 

thustasm, faney, explain it? Do but 

consider how men’s tastes and 

sentiments differ upon almost ev- 
ery subject, even where they live 

at the same time, are brought up 

in the same place, and iramed ta 

the same habits. And how thea 

can imagination, the most capris 
cious and uncertain of all causesy 
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account for a similarity of effect, 
which no course of education, nor 
early prepossessions themseives, 
(strong as these usually are,) are 
competent to produce ? 

“Take a true Christian from a- 
ny parish in England, and let him 
meet one of theconverted Indians 
of North America. Find them 
but a common language in which 
they may convey their meaning 
to one another, in an instant they 
will perfectly comprehend each 
other’s views and feelings on eve- 
ry topic in religion ; their hearts 
will be laid open, so to speak, to 
each other’s discernment ; they 
will “love each other with a 
pure heart fervently,” as breth- 
ren, united in one sentiment and 
in one interest, who accidentally 
meet together after a long and 
painful separation. Hew will 
you account for this Indian so 
well understanding the English- 
man, when perhaps there is not 
a man living in his own town or 
parish, to whom he is not an ab- 
solute barbarian, when he at- 
tempts to speak what he thinks 
and feels about a Savior anda 
life to come, about the beauty of 
holiness, or the deformity of sin ? 
Surely, there must be reality, 
where, without any previous 
communication, there is so much 
coincidence and agreement ! 

Had you lived at the day of 
Pentecost, and had heard the 
first disciples speaking to men of 
every nation under heaven in the 
language wherein they were born, 
you would have bowed to the re- 
ality of their pretensions, and 
confessed a miracle. Behold, 
then, the counterpart of this mir- 
acle ; equally astonishing, and 
unaccountable upon any natural 
principles! all the difference is, 








[Sepr, 


that in that case, one person Spake 
many languages; in this, many 
persons of every kindred and na- 
tion, and tongue and people, 
whither the Gospel hath come, 
speak one language. 
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From the Christian’s Magazine. 


The Editors with pleasure publish the 
following Letter, which a friend, to 
whom the writer and person ad- 
dressed are known, put into their 
hands. It exhibits a striking dis- 
play of the power of the grace of 
God in subduing a stout-hearted 
rebel, and making him a humble 
believer. It also unfolds the grand 
design and leading motives of scof- 
fers, in their opposition to the gos- 
pel. Sad, indeed, is theirdelusion ! 
Awful their condemnation ! Light 
is come into the world, but they love 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil. 


January 30, 1808. 
DEAR SIR, 


From the country south of 
Lake Erie, where I have been 
travelling lately, I send this to 
, in the hope it may 
reach you by the mail, Iam at 
present blessed with good health, 
and find my circumstances agree- 
able in many respects, though in 
a wilderness country,and among 
people of corresponding manners 
and habits. But an event has 
taken place that revived the 
memory of our acquaintance, 
and induced me to communicate 
it, 

Almost from our first acquaint- 
ance I have heard you, on most 
occasions, express DEISTICAL SEN- 
TIMENTS, which I partly adopted, 
from the personal attachment [ al- 
ways felt for you, and partly from 
my own natural taste for every 
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thing spiced with wit. On these 
hints I improved by degress, un- 
til I acquired a habit of thinking, 
that whatever was unseen and un- 
known to the senses, was merely 
ideal. The being of a God, I 
could not, er dared not deny ; but 
with respect to his communica- 
tion with his creatures, or their 
duties to him, I had no system 
for myself. I generally argued 
against the divinity of the Bi- 
ble—sought for contradictions 
in it—endeavored to account for 
the miracles there recorded, by 
natural causes, by deceptive arts, 
and credulity, or design in the 
relaters of them: and I con- 
stantly represented the believers 
of it, as weak, deceived, ignorant, 
or hypocritical people. This had 
become habitual. I knew indeed 
that real Christians were happier 
than other people ; more virtu- 
ous, moral and good ; and pos- 
sessed an unknown something, 
that was the cayse of it. But, 
alas! I had no will to seek that 
cause, or taste for the kind of 
happiness it produces. This habit 
was so confirmed, that a// the ad- 
verse fortunes of my life, nor any 
of them could shake it, My 
natural fortitude was all the sup- 
port I had or sought for, in those 
poignant, long continued, and 
heart sinking afflictions, I have 
informed you of. Obstinate and 
stupid as a mule, I either denied 
an over-ruling providence, or ac- 
cused it of injustice, of wanton 
cruelty. I shudder at the recol- 
lection of the black catalogue of 
blasphemous words, criminal ac- 
tions, murdered time, deadly ex- 
amples, and I cannot enume- 
rate what evils, consequent to 
this habit of thinking. But in 
the midst, or rather the full ca- 
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reer of all this, divine grace was 
interposed in such a manner, as 
to change that habit ; inspire a 
detestation of it 3 and create a taste 
for the exalted, the divine pleas- 
ures of the Christian!!! I con. 
sider this as the wonder of won- 
ders, and expect you will regard 
itin the same light. However, 
if you are not disposed to rejoice, 
I think your natura/ philanthropy 
will be gratified to learn, that 
your friend is possessed of a new 
source of the most rational hap- 
piness. ‘This change was not 
produced by the least degree of 
fear of evil, either present or to 
come. ‘There were no means 
more than such, as had constante 
ly occurred almost every day of 
my life. Nothing like religion 
was visible among the few inhab- 
itants of the country ; there was 
no visible cause for it ; nothing 
wonderful but the thing itself. 

As my friendship to you is in- 
creased ; and as you was a means 
of my wandering through a 
dreadful labyrinth of human rea- 
son, tending to deprave the heart 
and affections ; I think it my du- 
ty, if possible, to return you good 
for evil. I speak from positive 
knowledge, when I declare that 
religion ts a reality ; that if you 
are unacquainted with it, you are 

a stranger to the great God who 
made you; the long-suffering, 
bountiful God, who has preserv- 
ed you, and still supports you ; 
and a stranger to real happiness. 
My feelings are incapable. of full 
communication ; but [ warn you, 
I adjure you, by all the attributes 
of God the Father, before whom 
your unclothed spirit must soon 
appear; by the blood of the Re- 
deemer, and by all the influences 
of the Holy Spirit of sanctifica- 
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tion, that you awake from your 
death-like sleep, and from your 
dreams of infidelity. Consider, 
if not past consideration, whether 
you have ever received any soul 
satisfaction, any happiness ade- 
quate to its thirst, from deism, or 
any other attainment. Surely 
not. Religion, the religion of 
the Gospel, if you will receive it, 
will oll every desire with glory, 
grace, and love. It is written 
‘¢ [Lou shalt worship the Lord thy 
Goa, and him only shalt thou 
serve.”? May the Holy Spirit of 
truth quicken you with /ife, give 
you the white stone and new 
name, and put a new song in your 
mouth, even praises to our God 
for Redeeming love. So prays 
for thee 





To Mr. *****, 


P. S. It is improbable I shall 
see you, until we meet at the gen- 
eral assembly of the human race ; 
and with what joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, if we shall be 
reconciled to our father, and fil- 
led with love to his perfections. 
I intend to write you again, when 
I can give you a direction for a 
letter from you, which I shall de- 
sire you to write. 


GENESIS xix. 24. 


The Lord rained upon Sodom and 


upon Gomorrah, brimstone and 


frre. 


These cities are said by Moses, 
on account of their abominable 
impurities, to have been over- 
whelmed with a torrent of liquid 
fire, rained down upon them from 
heaven. His narrative is equally 
confirmed by profane historians 










and by modern travellers. Dio. 
dorus Siculus mentions the peculiar 
nature of the lake, which cover- 
ed the country, where these towns 
were formerly situated. ‘* The 
water of it is bitter and fetid to 
the last degree, insomuch that 
neither fish, nor any other aquat- 
ic animals are able to live in it.” 
( Bib. Hist. lib. xix. p. 734.) Tas 
citus relates that a tradition stili 
prevailed in his days, of certain 
powerful cities having been de- 
stroyed by thunder and lightning, 
and of the plain, in which they 
were situated, having been burnt 
up. He adds, that evident tra- 
ces of such a catastrophe remain- 
ed. Theearth was parched, and 


had lost all its natural powers of 


vegetation ; and whatever sprung 
up, either spontaneously, or in 
consequence of being planted, 
gradually withered away and 
crumbled into cust. (Tacir. 
Hist. lib. v. v. c. 7.) Strabe, at- 
ter describing the nature of the 
Jake Asphaltis, adds, that the 
whole of its appearance gives an 
air of probability to the prevail- 
ing tradition, that thirteen cities, 
the chief of which was Sodom, 
were once destroyed and swal- 
lowed up by earthquakes, fire, 
and an inundation of boiling sul- 
phureous water. (Strras. Geog. 
lib. xvi.) © Maundreil visited the 
lake Asphaltis in the year 1697. 
and makes the following observa- 
tions upon it. ‘ Being desirous 
to see the remains, (if there were 
any) of those cities anciently sit- 
uate in this place, and made so 
dreadful an example of the divine 
vengeance, I diligently surveyed 
the waters, as far as my eye could 
reach ; but neither could I dis- 
cern any heaps of ruins, nor any 
smoke ascending above the sur- 
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face of the water, as is usually 
described in the writings and 
maps of geographers. But yet 
I must not ares what was confi- 
dently attested to me by the fa- 
iher guardian, and procurator of 
Jerusalem, both men in years, 
and seemingly not destitute either 
of sense or probity, that they 
had once actually seen one of 
these ruins ; that it was so near 
the shore, and the waters so 
shallow at that time, that they 
went to it, and found there sev- 
eral pillars, and other fragments 
of buildings. ‘The cause of our 
being deprived of this sight was, 
I sttppose, the height of the wa- 
ter.” (Travels, Pp. O35. ) ‘The ac- 
count which Zdevenot gives is 
much to the same _ purpose. 
* ‘There is no sort of fish in this 
sea, by reason of the exttaordi- 
nary saltness of it; which _— 
like fre when one tastes of 
And when the fish of the chs a 
dan come down so low,they return 
back again against the stream ; 
and such as are carried into it by 
he current of the water imme- 
diately die. he land within 
three leagues round it is not cul- 
tivated, but i is white, and mingled: 
with salt and ashes. In short we 
must think that there is a heavy 
curse of God upon that place, 
seeing it was heretofore so pleas- 
anta country.” Oriut. Customs. 


or Tess 
——— 


CHRISTIAN ZEAL. 


In almost every other cause €x- 
cept rehigion, in every other rela- 
tion but that of man os his Crea- 
tor, ardour and fervency of spirit; 
fidelity, zeal, alacrity, and love 
are not only allowed, but admir- 
ed. Who ever complained of a 
person’s being too grateful to his 
9 M 


Christian Zeal—Enthusiasm—F riendshin. 2eti 


d 


benefactor, or too faithful to his 
friend ? a child that was too dui- 
tiful to his parent, or a patriot too 
devoted to his country ? And yet, 
how common it is to hear people 


censured for too much devoted. 
-ness to their God! 


‘* The Al- 
mighty,” say they, * does not ex- 
pect such stticese, nor require 
so much of our time to be em- 
ployed in his service 3 and if we 
do but perform our duties to our 
fellow-treatiires, it is of little 
moment what we think in inatters 
of religion.”” As if our behav. 
iour to our fellow worms were of 
more importance, than the dispo- 
sition of our hearts towards the 
glorious Author of our being ! as 
if it were possible to love too 

much, or serve too diligently ; 
iim, Who is infinitely wise and 
good, and who hath this claim 
above all on cur afiections—that 
** lie sent his son to be the propt- 
tiation for our sins !”? Sureiv, as 
the poet observes, 


* Onsuch a theme ‘twere impious to 


be calm 
Passion is reason, transport temper 
here.” YOUNG. 





ENTHUSIASM. 


When Dr. Beattie was intro- 
duced to the King, at Kew, both 
their Majesties and the Doctor 
spoke highly of Lord Dart- 
mouth ; and the King added, 
* ‘They say that Lord ep aga 
is anenthusiast ; but, surely, h 
says nothing on ‘the subject of re- 
ligion, but what every Christian 
may and ought to say.” 





FRIENDSHIP. 


It has been observed that a re- 
wl friend is somewhat like a ghost 
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or apparition; much talked of, 
but hardly ever seen. ‘Though 
this cannot be said to be justly 
true, it must however be confess- 
ed, that a friend does not appear 
every day, and that he who has 
in reality found one, ought to 
value his boon, and be thankful. 
Where persons are united | by 
the bonds of genuine friendship, 
there is nothing perhaps more 
conducive to felici ity. It sup- 
ports and strengthens the mind, 
alleviates the pains of life, and 
renders the present state at least 
somewhat comfortable. “ Sor- 
rows,” says lord Verulam, “ by 
being communicated, grow less, 
and joys greater.” ‘ And in- 
deed,”? observes another, * Sor- 
row, like a stream, loses itself in 
many channels; while joy, like a 
ray of the sun, reflects witha 
greater ardour and quickness 
when it rebounds upon a man 
from the breast of his friend.” 
‘‘ Friendship ! mysterious cement of 
the soul, 
Sweetener of life, and solder of so- 
ciety, 
1 owe thee much. 
ed from me, 


Thou hast deserv- 
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Far, far beyond what I can ever pay ; 
Oft have I proved the labour of thy 
love, 
And the warm efforts of the gentle 
heart, 
Anxious to please,” 
Batre. 








ANECDOTES. 

ati 3 Burnet, the Arminian 
prelate, affected to wonder how 
a person of King William’s piety 
and good sense “could so rootedly 
believe the doctrine of predestina- 
tione ‘The Royal Calvinist replied, 
“Did [ not believe predestina- 
tion, [ could not believe a Provi- 
dence: For it would be most 
absurd to suppose that a Being of 
infinite wisdom would act without 
a plan! For which plan, predes- 
tination is only another name.” 





— ee 


Mr. Hooker, the first minister 
of Hartford, when one that stood 
weeping at his bed-side, as he lay 
dying, said to him, Sir, you are 
going to receive the reward of all 
your " labors, replied, “ Brother, 
I am: going to receive mercy.” 
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Narrative of a Revival of Religion 
in Paris, State of New-York, in 
a Letter from the Rev. Elipba- 
let Steele of Paris, to Rev. Lem- 
uel Haynes of Rutland, Vt. dated 
May 14, 1810. 


Before [ begin a detailed ac- 
count of the Revival in this town, 
I will mention some circumstan- 
ces, which took place, previous to 


the commencement of it. Con- 
ferences have usually been holden 
weekly, ever since I was settled 
over this people. Sometimes 
many, and sometimes but few at- 
tended. For about two years 
before the late revival, those 
members of the Church, who 
live at a distance from the meet- 
ing-house, have met, in the time 
of intermission, on the Sabbath, 
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at an appointed place, and spent 
the season in prayer, and religious 
conversation. Others, beside 
professors, occasionally attended. 

Sometime in June last, if I 
rightly remember, after the mor- 
ning public exercise was closed, 
I looked into the galleries and 
said, ** My young friends, I wish 
you to meet me at the school- 
house in half an hour.”” When I 
was going, at the time fixed, one 
of the brethren met me, and ob- 
served, “*So many people are 
now in the school-house, and on 
the green directing their course 
there, that we cannot have room 
sufficient ; and itis designed to 
meet at the meeting-house.”? Al- 
most the whole assembly came 
together. When the people were 
seated, I got up and addressed 
the young people; and _ then 
prayed with, and for them par- 
ticularly. In both, I think, I 
had the presence of God. After 
this, until the awakening com- 
menced, one hour of the inter- 
mission, Was spent in prayer, and 
making religious observations, in 
the meeting-house. And, gene- 
rally, the greater part of the as- 
sembly attended. All this mov- 
ing took place, without any spe- 
cial awakening, except in two in- 
stances. But at length, God’s 
time came to appear in his glory, 
to build up Zion here. Some 
account of this extraordinary 
work I shall now narrate. 

The awakening here has been 
remarkable on several accounts, 

1, On account of the sudden 
and unexpected appearance of it, 
bursting torth like fire which had 
long been pent in, and all at once, 
found an opening. The number 
which attended conferences, weck- 
ly, before the awakening, would 
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not average thirty ; but in about 
three weeks after there appeared 
some particular attention among 
people, the number was increased 
to nearly or quite three hundred, 
on Sabbath-day evening ; when, 
on account of numbers, we mect 
in the mecting-house. Conferen- 
ces were set up, and attended ev- 
ery night in the week, except 
Saturday, and some-times three 
ina night, in different parts of 
the society. If I went to visit a 
particular family, it would be 
known in the neighborhood, and 
in afew minutes, the room where 
I was would be filled with peo- 
ple, solemn as the grave. 

2. On account of the great 
numbers which were arrested by 
Almighty power, almost at once. 
For the divine work took place, 
in almost all parts of this society, 
in a Short time after it first com- 
menced., 

3. Oa account of the anguish 
and overwhelming distress, a- 
mong those who were awakened 
to any great degree. Some sucli 
cases there always are, where 
there is an awakening, but here 
they were common. [ will men- 
tion one instance of the many,— 
this will explain what [ mean. A 
young woman about twenty years 
of age lived at an house where 
the man was rejoicing ia hope 3 his 
wife was then in great distress ; 
so was this girl; after several 
days, the woman’s mind became 
calm, but full of joy, and sweet 
consolation. The girl perceived 
the alteration in the woman’s 
countenance, and enquired what 
was the matter. ‘The woman 
told her her feelings. ‘Then the 
enmity of the young woman’s 
heart roused up, and rose to a 
dreadtul height. 


6] felt,” she’ 
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teld me, “that God was unjust, 
cruel, hard. My anguish and dis- 
tress were so great that I could 
not shed a tear. I walked the 
room, but felt as if I should die ; 
Several times I took up the bible, 
and thought I would read, but 
threw it down again. I thought 
I would pray ; but as God had 
given that woman relief, and left 
me in this distress, I would not 
pray tohim. All this time my 
pain and distress were so dread- 
tnl L could not shed one tear.” 
If I remember rightly, she was 
avout half a day in this situation, 
sne would not read, nor pray, nor 
cry. She at length, came to her- 
self. She thought she could not 
live so, she should die in a little 
time. “I will try to be recon- 
ciled to God,—I will try to sub- 
mit to him.” And behold im- 
mediately, her eyes ran down with 
tears, her distress was gone, She 
could read the bible with pl leas- 

ure, pray with fervency, and re- 
jolce with j joy unspeakable. 

One reason why the distress of 
awakened sinners has been un- 
commonly great, speaking gene- 

rally, was this, I have thought. 
The church have taken preat 
pains to diffuse doctrinal knowl- 
edge among the peop le. So that 
now when pecple, even young 
peopie, come to feel the truth, 
they are convinced that their de- 
pravity is extreme, and that it 1s 
their own crime 

Among the awakened, there is 
no contest about the doctrines of 
depravity, divine sovereignty, de- 
crees, election, &c. These are 
all readily admitted. I say no 
contest; ! mean, they are not 
eisputed ; they know they are in 
the bible. But ask them wheth- 
er they embrace them, apppove, 
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and are pleased with them, they 
readily own they are not. 

4. The awakening has been 
remarkable on this account also, 
it has been among persons from 
about 60 years of age, down to 
11 years old, and all intermedi- 
ate ages. But much more among 
persons under $0. And the great- 
est number under 21 vears, of any 
given age. 

5. The order and regular con- 
duct of people, are worthy of 
particular notice. ‘The awe and 
solemnity on their minds, was, 
no doubt, one reason of this. 
When an hundred, or hundreds, 
were met in conference, there 
was, generally, a profound s1- 
lence, except the voice of the 
speaker. All were solemn, and 
attentive, and still. 

6. I also remark, that the 2a- 
wakening has been, mostly im 
families, where one, or both the 
parents were professors of reli- 
gion. In afew instances, how 
ever, it has been otherwise, and 
buta few. Thus God appears 
to own and bless his own mstitu- 
tions. 

I find it will not do to be so 
particular, ‘Twelve were admit- 
ted into the church, October 29th, 
and some before, ‘The time was 
much occupied, the two last 
weeks in November, and the two 
first in December, examining 
candidates for admission into the 
church. The meetings, on these 
occasions, were pleasing and sol- 
emn, beyond description. The 
candidates were mostiy young 
people. The greatest part was 
under 21 years of age. This 
was atender, an affecting, and 
rejoicing scene to me ; eight or 
ten children, (so 1] call them) 
fifty or sixty spectators in the 
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room; myself, an old man, a 
number of old professors present ; 
then to look on those young per- 
sons, Which we hope God had 
called into his kingdom to sup- 
port his cause, when we were 
sleeping in our graves ; that they 
were the seed of Christ, which 
should serve him here, when our 
work was done ; filled me, some- 
times with such sensations, that 
I was scarcely decent in my de- 
portment ; and often I was so 
overcome with a sense of divine, 
sovereign grace, that I was con- 
strained to sit silent, and leave the 
business of examination with some 
of the brethren. In the four 
weeks abovementioned, forty 
were examined. The propriety 
and correctness of the answers, 
which these youth gave to doc- 
trinal questions, surprised as well 
as pleased me. I was afraid their 
minds were almost a blank ; but 
¥ found that God had taught 
them more in four or five months, 
than Thad tanght them in double 
that number of years. 

Within less than a year the 
church has received an accession 
of 74 members. Of these 40 are 
young persons, tnmarried, most 
of them under 21 years of age. 
‘two of the number are thirteen 
and one but eleven. The pres- 
ent number of the church is 15], 
which is, I believe, more than 
one fourth of the members of the 
society of every description and 
age. In traveling through this 
town from North to South, six 
miles, you pass but three houses 
belonging to this society where 
there is not at least one professor 
of religion. In one family 7 uni- 
ted with the church at one time, 
6 brothers and sisters and the 


wife of the oldest son; and the 
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mother united’ soon afterwards. 
The father was a professor before 
the revival. In some other fam- 
ilies G6 or 7 including parents and 
children have united with the 
church. 

The ardor of the revival has 
now abated; still, however, there 
are some late instances of awake- 
ning ; and a number, I know not 
how m many, propose soon to offer 
emalens: as candidates to join 
the church. 

We have between 40 and 50 
singers. The young women, who 
sing Counter and Treble are most 
of them members of the church. 
More than one third of those who 
sing Tenor and Bass are mem- 
bers likewise. Oh how pleasing, 
how delightful to see these youth 
rise, and with apparent solemnity 


and devotion, sing the praises of 


Almighty God. 

Thus, I have given a tketch, 
and but a sketch, of that with 
which my heart is full. ©, that 
it was humble ! lL can with pro- 
priety adopt the words of Peter, 
spoken on another occasion :— 
Lord, it is good ta he here.—Came 
magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his haly name together. 
Grace ! ana what a display 
of SOVEREIGN Grace! ‘That 


God should site me with a 


sight of such a work ; and make 
use of me as an instrament ina 
work so great, so glorious and all 
divine! awork, which I believe, 
fills heaven with joy. O what 
shall I render to the Lord for all the 
kindness he has shean to me, and the 
peopleto whom Lf minister ! 


I am, 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Yours in Friendship. 
E. STEELS 
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REPORT 
Of the General Asociation of PMassa- 
chusetis, on the state of the Church- 


es and of Religion. 


The Committee appointed to 
take minutes from the narratives 
given of the state of religion, by 
the several delegates to the Gen- 
eral Association, beg leave to 
make the following Report : 

Having attended to the narra- 
tives of the state of religion with- 
in our limits, we have reason to 
praise God for his kind remem- 
brance of his Church, in building 
her walls in these troublous times ; 
and in making her to rejoice in 
the salvation of her King. The 
state of religion we contemplate 
with mingled emotions of sorrow 
and joy. While in the western 
portion of the state there are sev- 
eral towns wren a church, and 
without a regular ministry ; and 
while in other places wi ithin our 
limits, Christian institutions are 
much neglected, religion declines, 
and an alarming stupor has seiz- 
ed the minds of persons of every 
description; we behold with pleas- 
ure many glorious displays of Di- 
vine mercy in different sections of 
the Commonwealth. 

In most of our societies there 
appear an increasing seriousness, 
and amore general and solemn 
attendance upon the institutions 
of the Gospel ; and many church- 
es have been richly blessed with a 
season of gE a: from the pres- 
ence of the Lord. God hath 
clothed his ministers with right- 
eousness, and rejoiced the hearts 
of his people. 

Passing over some promisin 
appearances in a few places in 
the county of Hampshire, we 
dwell with delight on many towns 
in the county of Worcester, bless- 
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ed peculiarly with the effusions of 
the Holy Spirit. No period, 
within sixty years past, has been 
so much distinguished for reli- 
gious revivals, in this part of 
Christ’s vineyard, or opened such 
a moving and animating scene 
betore the friends of God. In 
the towns of Princeton, Holden, 
Paxton, Leicester, Sutton, Ward, 
and Oxford, many have seen the 
deadly leprosy of their hearts, 
and been excited to repair to the 
great Physician of souls for help. 
Sinners have been converted from 
the error of their ways to the wis- 
dom of the just. Not less, it is 
computed, than about six hun- 
dred, have been added to the 
churches in these several towns ; 
many more have become hope- 
fully the subjects of Divine grace ; 
and the work of the Lord is still 
progressive. Jn many other towns 
also, men are trembling for their 
souls, and some promising instan- 
ces of conversion have occured. 

Travelling to our eastern fim- 
its in the county of Essex, we joy- 
fully trace the footsteps of Em- 
manuel, In Salem, Beverly, 
Manchester, Marblehead, and 
Danvers, God has wonderfully 
displayed the riches of his grace, 
while the Gospel has been preach- 
ed amidst the effusions of his Ho- 
ly Spirit. This work has been 
conducted with such solemnity, 
stillness, and order, and been fol- 
lowed with such happy effects, 
as to constrain even the enemies 
of the cross to say, ** Surely this 
is the finger of God.”? Within a 
few months there have been be- 
tween four and five hundred add- 
edtothese churches; and many 
more are now inquiring the way 
to Zion with their faces thither- 
ward. 
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The whole number which has 
been added to the churches with- 
in the compass of the Associa- 
tion, the year past, from the best 
statements that we have been a- 
ble to collect, is about twelve 
hundred, a number excceding 
very considerably the accounts 
we have received in any former 
year. Thus there is still flow- 
ing a river, the streams whereof 
cannot fail to make glad the city 
of our God. 

We may further add, as an en- 
couragement to the people of 
God, that the face of Infidelity 
has in some measure lost its bold- 
ness, and the progress of error 
has received an evident check. 
The friends of the Redeemer have 
assumed a firmer countenance ; 
and there is an increasing enga- 
gedness among both ministers 
and people in the cause of truth 
and righteousness. It appears 
also, that the Lord has not left 
even his destitute churches; but 
is filling up their vacancies with 
evangelical preachers ; and that 
the churches, i in general, are bles- 
sed with a good degree of union 
and harmony. 

It is pleasing to observe that 
the Spirit of the Lord is not strait- 
ened. His gracious influences 
are not confined to our limits, but 
extended with glorious effects to 
many societies in Connecticut, 
and other parts of our country ; 
where by the invincible power of 
God the obdurate hearts of sin- 
ners have been melted into the 
love of the gospel. 

We would also notice with 
pleasure and gratitude the smiles 
of God upon the Theological 
Seminary in this vicinity, design- 
ed to prepare pious young men 


to preach the Gospel of Christ. 
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Of that infant Institution above 
sixty have been admitted as mem- 
bers, five of whom have com- 
menced preaching as regular li- 
cenciates. And we are con- 
Strained to consider the ardent 
desire of some of those pious stu- 
dents to leave their country and 
kindred to preach a crucified Sav- 
ior to perishing heathen, as an 
omen for good to Zion, both at 
home and abroad.* 





* Four young gentlemen, members 
of the Andover Divinity College, 
presented themselves before the Asso- 
ciation, and declared, that after pray- 
erful enquiry for duty, they considered 
themselves devoted for life, to the 
work of evangelizing the heathen. 
They offered the following inquiries, 
on which they solicited the opinion 
and advice of the Association. 

“© Whether, with their present 
views and feelings, they ought to re- 
nounce the object of missions, as ei- 
ther visionary or impracticable; if 
not, whether they ought to direct 
their attention to the eastern, or the 
western world; whether they may 
expect patronage and support from 
a Missionary Society in this country, 
or must commit themselves to the di- 
rection of a European Society ; and 
what preparatory measures they ought 
to take previous to actual engage- 
ment ?” 

Agreeably to the report of the Com- 
mittee, to whom the request of the 
young gentlemen was referred, the 
Association passed, among others, the 
following votes. 

‘‘ Voted, That there be instituted 
by this General Association, a Board 
of Commissioners for foreign Mis- 
sions, for the purpose of devising 
ways and means, and adopting and 
prosecuting measures, for promoting 
the spread of the Gospel in heathen 
lands.’ 

‘« Voted, That the said Board of 
Commissioners consist of nine mem- 
bers, al! of them, in the first instance, 
chosen by this Association ; and after- 
wards annually, five of them by this 
Body, and four of them by the Cene- 
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God’s ear is not heavy that it 
cannot hear. ‘The displays of 
Divine grace which have now 
been detailed, were generally pre- 
ceded by the special and united 





ral Association of Connecticut. Provi-. 
ded, however, that if the General As- 
cociation of Connecticut do not choose 
to unite in this object, the annual elec- 
tion of all the Commissioners shall be 
Ly this General Association.” 

* Voted, That, ferventiy commend. 
ing them to the grace of God, we ad- 
vise the young geutlemen, whose re- 
quest is before us, in the way of ear- 
nest prayer, and diligent atrention to 
suitable studies and means of informia- 
tion, and putting themselves under the 
patronage and direction of the Board 
of Commissioners tor Foreign Mis- 
sions, humbly to wait the openings and 
guidance of Providence in respect to 
their great and excellent design.” 

‘* Pursuant to the report of the 
Committee, the Association proceeded 
to institute a Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions,and the follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen; His Ex- 
cellency John Treadwell, Esq. Rev. 
Dr, ‘Timothy Dwighr, Gen, Jedediah 
Huntington, and Rev, Calvin Chapin, 
of Connecticut 5 Rev. Dr. Joseph Ly- 
man, Kev. Dr. Samuel Spring, Wil- 
liam Bartlett, Esq. Rev. Samuel 
Worcester, and Dea, Samuel H,. 
Walley, of Massachusetts.’? Editors, 
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prayers of Christ’s ministers and 
people. ‘The great Head of the 
church has never said to Jacob, 
or his seed, * Seek ye me in vain.”’ 

That spirit of prayer, which 
God has given to many of out 
churches, we joyfully recognize 
as the Sevbisiaes of Christ, in his 
power and grace, to bring sinners 
to repentance. 

The prosperity of Zion is a 
most desirable and importagt oh- 
ject, for which ministers should 
labor, and Christians pray. 
couragement to prayer cannot 
be wanting. Let the friends of 
Jesus then pray ior the peace and 
prosperity of Jerusalem. ‘Dh 
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Chis ts 
the cause of God, to whose inte. 
rests we OWe Our time, cur tal. 
ents, our whole selves. It is the 
cause of Christ, for which he bled 
and died. It is a cause whi ich 
must and will prevail. 
destined to live, to rise, and tri 
umph. Let no man account ans 
thing dear to himself, that he 
may be found faithfui to her im 
terestsy and enjoy the favor c. 
her King, who icigns for ever. 


Bradford, June. 28, 1810. 
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Donations to the Vermont Missionary Society. 


From Females in Danville, - 


kev, Nathan Waldo, Williamstown, 


do, - 
do. > 


Mrs. Grovenor, 
Three Individuals, 


Donations to the Vermont Tract Society. 


From a Lady in St, Albans, - - - - - 

From Kev, Joseph Emerson, of Salem, Mass. 50 copies of 
‘* Memoirs of Mrs. Eleanor Emerson,” and ** Rey. Mr, Worces- 
ter’s Sermon occasioned by her death.”’ 

From a Lady in Middlebury, 95 Tracts for the New Settlements. 





